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Welcome to the Summer Edition of the RBST Three Counties 

Support Group Newsletter 

 

Inside this edition we have reports from the Welsh Festival in May, the Royal Three Counties 

Show in June. Also a report on the groups’ presence at Humble by Nature on July 2nd and 3rd, 

an article by group member Helen Joy about her Berkshire Pigs, a short article about an Oral 

History Project being conducted by a student at the College of William and Mary in Virginia 

USA, and news about forthcoming events and shows which may be of interest. 

“Megan” an Eriskay Pony owned by local member Francine Burns – full of summer energy!! 
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The Royal Welsh Agricultural Society Spring Festival at Builth Wells 21st – 22nd May 

The RBST were well represented at the show by officers from head office, and there was 

some showing success with Francine and Stephen Burns’ Whitefaced Woodland Sheep. 

 

 

The Royal Three Counties Show at Malvern 17th – 19th June 

The Royal Three Counties Show proved to be a very successful event for a number of our 

members, in the Rare Breeds section. 

Firstly the Manx Loaghtan Class: 

The Champion was Sue Taylor, Reserve Champion Carol Rollinson, and Carol Kempson won 

first in ram shearling and ewe class. 

                  
Other members who had considerable success were Stephen and Francine Burns who won 

the Rare Breed Champion Primitive Sheep with their Boreray Ewe, whom the judge said was 

one of the best Boreway’s he had ever seen. 
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More success stories were from Sharon Barnfield and Cathy Baker 

               

Sharon and Kilcot Ambassador Boar - 2nd place   Cathy and Flea - 3rd place Manx Ewe Lamb 

The trophy for the Champion Boreray  
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Humble by Nature 2nd – 3rd July Kate Humble’s Big Day Out 

The Three Counties Support Group had a stand at Kate’s Big Day Out, although it was fairly 

quiet, and certainly on Saturday, as you can see from the photo’s, the weather was not too 

good we had a good response from the visitors to the stand and were able to pass on a lot 

of information about the RBST. (Even a celebrity guest!! Song anyone!!) 

    

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Free birthing, the Berkshire Way – By Helen Joy 

Edith, of the Excelsa line, was last shown at the 2015 Royal Berkshire Show by Chris Impey. 

 

I decided to buy her as dam to Bear, Kilcot Peter Lad, also at this his last show with Sharon 

Barnfield. I collected Bear in October and Edith arrived in November. They were in 

neighbouring paddocks until January when they were put in together. 
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Edith soon became tired of Bear’s attentions and decided to brave the electric fencing and 

join the herd of cross-breed sows, weaners and piglets. They all free-ranged together over 

about 7 acres of rough pasture and old woodland, perfect for pigs. 

I had planned for Edith to farrow within the confines of a small paddock and inside an ark 

but she had other ideas, as I had thought she might. One day, she was nowhere to be seen 

and finding a black pig, however large, proved an impossible task but as the day darkened, 

so I heard branches cracking in the copse and I found Edith building a magnificent nest 

under a fallen pine tree. 

           

The other pigs left her alone to get on with her work and I invited Jane (Bissett, Kennixton 

Flock) to join me and watch this beautiful animal build her own farrowing space through the 

night. In the morning I found her stretched out in a bed of pine needles and assorted dry 

matter having already given birth to two piglets. The first of the Swanbridge pedigree 

Berkshire herd, a dream come true. 

 

Jane and I had tea and cake and witnessed 9 piglets farrowed with the sow doing well and 

needing no intervention from us. Edith had positioned herself such that one back leg was 

braced against a tree stump and the other hooked over a branch above with the newborns 

free to find her milk without risking a kick. I like to think this was deliberate on Edith’s part. 
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The only problems with Edith’s free-birthing decision were mine. The weather became cold 

and I worried. Trudges across the field through the frosty nights, with extra food and water 

and straw, for Edith and her sander were well worthwhile and whilst, sadly, two piglets 

were lost to crushing, 7 stonking weaners are now free-ranging with the herd two months 

later. 

Watching Edith protect those piglets during the first weeks was an utter privilege. Every 

time she left them, however briefly, they were covered with dry material. The nest was 

divided into three sections – feeding, sleeping, and play areas. She had chosen a spot not 

only under a fallen pine but beside an old wall so it afforded protection from any possible 

predators as well as being bone dry when it rained and sheltered from the wind.  

Edith has never shown any aggression towards her human minders and continues to be a 

delightful and caring mum to her brood.  

As examples of the Berkshire breed, she and the sire, Bear, show all the required 

characteristics – winning build and markings, gentle temperaments and charismatic natures. 

I am sure that their offspring will be just the same. 

 

Please feel free to follow their stories on Facebook Swanbridge Porkers, Twitter 

@HelenJoy20 and at www.ValerieChicken.wordpress.com  

Many thanks 

 

 

http://www.valeriechicken.wordpress.com/
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Oral History Project. 

In early May one of our members Francine Burns, met with a young American student Luke 
Maclay, who is working on is an Oral History project (a collection of interviews) of people 
involved in preserving rare breeds of livestock. He is conducting interviews to find out why 
people are raising rare breeds and what the breeding and preservation of these breeds 
means to them.  

Luke had previously interviewed Libby Henson and was able to meet up with Francine in 
Cheltenham, en route to his visit to the Cotswold Farm Park. Francine gave an hour long 
interview discussing her passion for her own breeds and emphasising the importance of 
preserving all our rare and native breeds and the vital work being carried out by RBST to 
support and encourage breeders.  He aims to interview approximately 10 people in the UK, 
the US and Canada for the project. Luke, who keeps a flock of Leicester Longwools back 
home in The States, is a student at The College of William and Mary in Virginia and the 
recordings will be archived there and preserved for posterity. 

 

Upcoming Events and Shows 

 

A busy time for shows now that summer is here: 

August 

4th – 7th August Countryfile Live at Blenheim Palace (Group members will be volunteering 

here within the livestock area (Pigs and Sheep). 

6th August Tenbury Countryside Show, Tenbury Wells. 

6th August Cirencester Market Rare Breeds Sale. 

25th August Monmouthshire Show, Monmouth. 

September 

3rd September Moreton in Marsh Show and Sale. 

9th – 10th September Melton Mowbray Show and Sale. 

11th September Frampton Country Fair 

24th – 25th September Three Counties Autumn Show. 

 

Hope to meet some of you at these shows 
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Events 

17th September We are hoping to organise a social event at the Farmers Club in Gloucester 

featuring a talk from a Vet. More details to follow 

 

 

Editors Note: 

 
 

The next newsletter will be published early October so any items for inclusion will need to 

be with me by mid September please. 

Best wishes, 

 
Joe Burns 

 

Editors Contact details: 

 

Any content for future newsletters should be sent to: 

Joe Burns 

Email: jbrns927@aol.com 

 

Or postal address:     

20 Lea Villa Park 

Lea 

Ross–on-Wye 

Herefordshire 

HR9 7GP 

 

Telephone 01989 750067 

mailto:jbrns927@aol.com

